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                      Wednesday 11th December 2024 

Re: Proposed Academy Conversion          

Dear Families, 

We are pleased to share an important update regarding The London Nautical School’s academisation journey and our 

plans to join the City of London Academy Trust (COLAT). 

The Department for Education (DfE) has confirmed that The London Nautical School will officially convert to academy 

status on 1st January 2025, subject to the completion of all necessary legal documentation and processes. This 

timeline has been driven by the DfE’s provision of additional funding for essential building works, aimed at improving 

our school’s infrastructure and creating a better learning environment for our students. 

While the timeline may feel quite sudden, this decision has been part of a carefully managed process. As you will be 

aware informal consultations began in January 2024, ensuring that stakeholders were engaged and the transition 

carefully planned. Moving forward with a January 2025 conversion enables us to access significant resources that will 

benefit the school while ensuring a smooth transition into the Trust. 

Since September, we have been working closely with COLAT under a partnership agreement focusing on improving 

educational standards, strengthening support systems, and driving school improvement. This collaboration has already 

brought tangible benefits, and we are confident it will continue to enhance opportunities for our students and staff. 

We are also delighted to confirm that The London Nautical School remains part of Phase 2 of the School Rebuilding 

Programme, with planning due to start next year. This significant milestone will deliver state-of-the-art facilities, 

reinforcing our commitment to providing the best possible learning environment for our students and the wider school 

community. 

As we move toward joining COLAT, we remain steadfast in preserving our unique identity, heritage, and values while 

embracing the enhanced opportunities this partnership will bring. It is also important to reassure families that students 

and staff will not notice any immediate changes in the day-to-day life of the school. The routines, values, and 

educational standards that define The London Nautical School will remain unchanged, ensuring continuity for our 

school community. 

Thank you for your ongoing support as we embark on this important journey together. A further update will be provided 

during the coming week as we move toward this significant milestone.  Please email admin@lns.org.uk if you have 

any questions. 

Yours sincerely, 

      

Mr M Schofield     Duncan Souster 

Headteacher     Chair of Governors 



 

 

        


